CHRONOLOGICAL BIBLE STUDY

LESSON 604

Revelation 17

Intro to Chapter 18

•Is it OK to have money and possessions?
•Can we have too much?
•The real question is 
•How do we allow this ‘stuff’ to impact our
relationship with Jesus?
•What is my priority in life?

Intro to Chapter 18

• Revelation is about Jesus being "revealed" to us
• It is about the events that lead up to Jesus Second Coming and that actual
event of His coming  Chapter 19
• Prior to Jesus Second Coming, the earth is judged
• A major reason for this is God is making one big "last call" to see who
wants to be saved and who doesn't
• Chapter 15-16 are specific judgments focusing on those who persecuted
Christians in this time span called "The Great Tribulation“
• That time span covers most of Revelation
• Chapters 17 and 18 "backtrack" in time

Intro to Chapter 18

• An angel announced at the beginning of Chapter 17 that the purpose of that section
of Revelation was to show the judgment of a woman that "rides the beast“
• Chapter 17 specifically stated that the "woman" was not a literal woman but a city
• The "beast" refers to the antichrist and a worldwide empire that is setup during
this Great Tribulation
• The city itself is "Babylon“
• Whatever and wherever this literal city of Babylon is, God will judge it
• It appears to be the headquarters of this final, great world empire run by the
antichrist
• Chapter 17 focused on the "spiritual" aspect of Babylon
• The woman (city) being judged is a false-religion associated with Babylon

Intro to Chapter 18

• Key differences between Chapters 17 and 18
• Chapter 17 - there is no mention of believers
• Chapter 18 - there is a warning to believers to come out of Babylon
• Chapter 17 - there is no rejoicing over Babylon's destruction
• Chapter 18 - God commands the rejoicing over the destruction of Babylon
• Chapter 17 focuses on the spiritual aspect of Babylon  false religion
• Chapter 18 focuses on the material aspect of Babylon
• Chapter 18 appears to be the greater danger to believers  The danger
of power and especially materialism

Intro to Chapter 18  Satan

• Can't take away our salvation  he makes us ineffective
in our witness for God
• Satan's time on earth is limited
• One way to make us ineffective is persecution
• Dead Christians can't share their faith
• The "problem", from Satan's standpoint, is persecution
draws us closer to God and makes us pray more
• A greater and more effective weapon for Satan is to get
us to care about ‘things’ other than God

1.
What did John see coming down from heaven?
• “After this I saw another angel coming down from heaven.
He had great authority, and the earth was illuminated by
his splendor.”

• Another angel coming down from heaven
• Chapter 18 begins with "After this“
• The events of Chapter 17 were about the judgment of a woman
called a prostitute
• Toward the end of that chapter, - we read the city was burned
with fire

2.
Describe him.
• “After this I saw another angel coming down from heaven.
He had great authority, and the earth was illuminated by
his splendor.”

• Had great authority
• Illuminated the earth
• Splendor
• Full of the ‘truth’ – the radiance of God

3.
What did he shout – do not merely recite the bible?
• “‘Fallen! Fallen is Babylon the Great!’ She has become a
dwelling for demons and a haunt for every impure spirit, a
haunt for every unclean bird, a haunt for every unclean
and detestable animal. 3 For all the nations have drunk the
maddening wine of her adulteries. The kings of the earth
committed adultery with her, and the merchants of the
earth grew rich from her excessive luxuries.”

• Babylon has fallen
• It is inhabited with evil
• Total destruction
• Wine  punishment due
• Her  the prostitute in C - 17

What did the other voice say – do not just copy the bible?
• “‘Come out of her, my people,’ so that you will not share in her sins, so
that you will not receive any of her plagues; 5 for her sins are piled up to
heaven, and God has remembered her crimes. 6 Give back to her as she
has given; pay her back double for what she has done. Pour her a double
portion from her own cup. 7 Give her as much torment and grief as the
glory and luxury she gave herself. In her heart she boasts, ‘I sit enthroned
as queen. I am not a widow; I will never mourn.’ 8 Therefore in one day her
plagues will overtake her: death, mourning and famine. She will be
consumed by fire, for mighty is the Lord God who judges her.”

• “Come out of her, my people”  taken from Isaiah 45. 8 & Jeremiah 1. 8
• “for her sins are piled up to heaven”  God’s long-suffering is at its limit
• “Give back to her as she has given”  God deals w/ all as they gave to others
• “Give her as much torment and grief as the glory and luxury she
gave herself”  suitable & proportionate punishment

• “Therefore in one day her plagues will overtake her”  death,
mourning, famine

5. What has God remembered?

• All that the ‘prostitute” has done
• BUT – He also rfemembers His chosen

6.
What is she boasting?
• “Give her as much torment and grief as the glory and
luxury she gave herself. In her heart she boasts, ‘I sit
enthroned as queen. I am not a widow; I will never
mourn.’”

• Power
• Authority
• Position
• Arrogance

7. How will she die?

• “via plagues  burned with fire”

•Death by the sword of her advocates

8.
What will her king do?
• “When the kings of the earth who committed adultery
with her and shared her luxury see the smoke of her
burning, they will weep and mourn over her.”

• Vs 9
• These are those who copied her ways and adopted her
idolatries
• Vs 10
• “Terrified at her torment, they will stand far off and cry: “‘Woe!
Woe to you, great city, you mighty city of Babylon! In one hour
your doom has come!’”

• Can not give assistance or relief

9.

What will the merchants do?

• “11 “The merchants of the earth will weep and mourn over her
because no one buys their cargoes anymore— 12 cargoes of gold,
silver, precious stones and pearls; fine linen, purple, silk and
scarlet cloth; every sort of citron wood, and articles of every kind
made of ivory, costly wood, bronze, iron and marble; 13 cargoes of
cinnamon and spice, of incense, myrrh and frankincense, of wine
and olive oil, of fine flour and wheat; cattle and sheep; horses and
carriages; and human beings sold as slaves.”

• They mourn because of their loss of business
• Loss of power – position - status
• They are not sad because of her death – but what it costs them

10.

What will the sea Captains do?

• “Every sea captain, and all who travel by ship, the sailors, and all
who earn their living from the sea, will stand far off. 18 When they
see the smoke of her burning, they will exclaim, ‘Was there ever a
city like this great city?’ 19 They will throw dust on their heads, and
with weeping and mourning cry out: “‘Woe! Woe to you, great city,
where all who had ships on the sea became rich through her
wealth! In one hour she has been brought to ruin!’ 20 “Rejoice over
her, you heavens! Rejoice, you people of God! Rejoice, apostles and
prophets! For God has judged her with the judgment she imposed on
you.”

• “stand far off”
• Throw dust on their heads – sign of mourning
• “Was there ever a city like this?”
• No real sympathy or concern for her
• “Woe! Woe!”  they lost business
• The prophets are called to rejoice over her demise
• Judgment  last line

11.

What was thrown into the sea?
sea? WhY?
WhY?

• “21 Then a mighty angel picked up a boulder the size of a large millstone
and threw it into the sea, and said: “With such violence the great city of
Babylon will be thrown down, never to be found again. 22 The music of
harpists and musicians, pipers &trumpeters will never be heard in you
again. No worker of any trade will ever be found in you again. The sound of
a millstone will never be heard in you again. 23 The light of a lamp will
never shine in you again. The voice of bridegroom and bride will never be
heard in you again. Your merchants were the world’s important people. By
your magic spell all the nations were led astray. 24 In her was found the
blood of prophets and of God’s holy people, of all who have been
slaughtered on the earth.”

• Large stone  not dropped on Babylon, but in the sea
• With violence Babylon brought down
• “Never to be found again”
• Total destruction of everything
• Vss 22 – 23
• “blood of the prophets”  She killed them
• Yet to be fulfilled as no city has been found that meets all of this

A Few Closing Thoughts

• The word "rejoice" is only used four times in Revelation:
• First - when nonbelievers rejoiced over the God's "two witnesses"
being killed in Chapter 11. 10
• Second - when Satan was kicked out of heaven - Revelation 12. 12
• Third - vs 20
• The final time in Chapter 19 over the "marriage of the Lamb
(Jesus)"

A Few Closing Thoughts – The Fate of The Unsaved

• The point of this lesson is about the danger of
compromising our belief in God for the sake of power
or the sake of material wealth
• If we live or work among those who turn a "blind eye"
to sin we too - will turn a blind eye to such sin in
exchange for money and power
• That is the temptation-danger of "Babylon"
• When it comes to actually "doing something“  I
find God leads us down the right path

