CHRONOLOGICAL BIBLE STUDY

LESSON 604

Revelation 17

Intro to Chapter 17

• How can we avoid sin?
• By knowing what sin is and our temptations
• Chapters 17-18 describe the ultimate end of the demonic
forces that oppose God
• If we want to avoid demonic forces – we need to know
them and their tactics
• Chapters 17-18  The destruction of "Babylon“
• Ref Revelation 16.19

Intro to Chapter 17  Babylon

• Babylon was an ancient city that was the capital of the
Babylonian Empire
• The city existed for centuries - even after the fall of the
Babylonian Empire
• It is located in modern Iraq
• Part of the city has been excavated and it is now
inhabited - it is no longer either a capital or even a
significant city

Intro to Chapter 17  Babylon

• Babylon has its roots in Genesis
• The "Tower of Babel" is in there - Genesis 11
• It was about a mighty hunter (of men) named Nimrod
Genesis 10. 9 who organized the first rebellion
against God
• Babylonian religion had multiple gods
• Babylon is a literal location
• It is also a symbol for any religious system that opposes
the God of the Bible

Intro to Chapter 17  Babylon

• Revelation is written to Christians
• Revelation 1. 4 - written to the seven churches in Asia
• It’s not for the Babylonians to understand the predictions
- but Christian believers
• We’re to understand the ultimate judgment & destruction
of the organized effort to oppose God
• The destruction of Babylon is not just the destruction of an
organized government that opposes God, but an organized r
eligious system
•  "false trinity“ - Satan - antichrist false worship leader

Intro to CC- 17

• John spent the last two chapters describing the final judgment on
earth
• Chapters 15-16 described seven angels with seven bowls
• Each bowl was filled with some sort of "judgment“
• One at a time, each angel poured his bowl out on earth and some
judgment happened on earth
• Chapter 17,  the seven angels are all done

1.
What was John invited to see by the angel?
• “One of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came
and said to me, “Come, I will show you the punishment of
the great prostitute, who sits by many waters.”

• “punishment of the great prostitute”
• Prostitute = excessive depravity & awful idolatry
• “who sits on many waters”
• Shows the vast extent of her influence

2. Why was this important? [2]
• “With her the kings of the earth committed adultery, and
the inhabitants of the earth were intoxicated with the
wine of her adulteries.”

• “With her”  She is not alone
• The kings have joined her in debauchery
• “the inhabitants of the earth”  the kings have swayed the
masses

3. What did he see? [3[3-4]
• “3 Then the angel carried me away in the Spirit into a
wilderness. There I saw a woman sitting on a scarlet beast
that was covered with blasphemous names and had seven
heads and ten horns. 4 The woman was dressed in purple and
scarlet, and was glittering with gold, precious stones and
pearls. She held a golden cup in her hand, filled with
abominable things and the filth of her adulteries.”

• Wilderness = desolate state of the true church of Christ 
somewhere in the Roman empire
• He saw  “woman sitting on a scarlet beast”
• Could be the Latin Church [7 heads/horns]
• Full of names  Latin & Roman churches – blasphemous names

3. What did he see? [3[3-4]
• “3 Then the angel carried me away in the Spirit into a
wilderness. There I saw a woman sitting on a scarlet beast
that was covered with blasphemous names and had seven
heads and ten horns. 4 The woman was dressed in purple and
scarlet, and was glittering with gold, precious stones and
pearls. She held a golden cup in her hand, filled with
abominable things and the filth of her adulteries.”

• [4] Represents pompous & blasphemous rites of church
• Nothing was sacred

4. What was placed above her head? [5]
• “The name written on her forehead was a mystery:
babylon the great the mother of prostitutes and of the
abominations of the earth.”

• “written on her forehead”
• No shame
• This is a portrait of the Latin church
• A mystery of iniquity
• Mother of ???

5 What was her condition? [6]
• “I saw that the woman was drunk with the blood of God’s
holy people, the blood of those who bore testimony to
Jesus. When I saw her, I was greatly astonished.”

• The cruelities
• No shame
• Blood of martyrs

6. How are the following explained”
• The beast [8]
• “The beast, which you saw, once was, now is not, and yet will
come up out of the Abyss and go to its destruction. The
inhabitants of the earth whose names have not been written in
the book of life from the creation of the world will be astonished
when they see the beast, because it once was, now is not, and
yet will come.”

• The Latin Kingdom – long ago swallowed up by Rome
• It will come out of the bottomless pit
• “it once was, now is not, and yet will come.”
• Was – Is – Will be – will be destroyed
• The “abyss” = bottomless pit or hell
• Beast is demonic as it comes from hell

6. How are the following explained”
• The inhabitants of the earth [8]
• “The beast, which you saw, once was, now is not, and yet will
come up out of the Abyss and go to its destruction. The
inhabitants of the earth whose names have not been written in
the book of life from the creation of the world will be astonished
when they see the beast, because it once was, now is not, and
yet will come.”

• Will be astonished
• Was – is – will be
• We usually only think of God as this

6. How are the following explained”
• The 7 heads [9-10]
• “9 “This calls for a mind with wisdom. The seven heads are
seven hills on which the woman sits. 10 They are also
seven kings. Five have fallen, one is, the other has not yet
come; but when he does come, he must remain for only a
little while.”

• 7 hills where Rome once stood [Rome was called a city on 7 mts]
• 7 kings – 5 have fallen – 1 is – 1 to come – for a short time
• The antichrist will come, but short lived

6. How are the following explained”
• The 8th king [11]
• “The beast who once was, and now is not, is an eighth king. He
belongs to the seven and is going to his destruction.”

• There were five great empires that ruled over Israel
• At John's writing - the Roman Empire is the 6th great empire that ruled
over Israel
• The Great Tribulation describes a future, final empire that rules over Israel,
and most of the world - That’s the 7th
• Verse 11 is the antichrist is not himself one of the great empires, but a
leader that emerges from this final empire
• This empire emerges first - then the antichrist emerges as the leader
• That is why he is the "eighth of seven kings"

6. How are the following explained”
• The 10 horns [12-14]
• “12 The ten horns you saw are ten kings who have not yet
received a kingdom, but who for one hour will receive authority
as kings along with the beast. 13 They have one purpose and will
give their power and authority to the beast. 14 They will wage
war against the Lamb, but the Lamb will triumph over them
because he is Lord of lords and King of kings—and with him will
be his called, chosen and faithful followers.”

• The "beast" (antichrist) works with 10 other future-kings
• This final world-empire is controlled by 10 kings
• They eventually turn their power over to the antichrist
• False religion and bad government go hand in hand
• Vs 14 Victory

6. How are the following explained”
• The waters [15-17]
• “15 Then the angel said to me, “The waters you saw, where the
prostitute sits, are peoples, multitudes, nations and languages.
16 The beast and the ten horns you saw will hate the prostitute.
They will bring her to ruin and leave her naked; they will eat her
flesh and burn her with fire. 17 For God has put it into their hearts
to accomplish his purpose by agreeing to hand over to the beast
their royal authority, until God’s words are fulfilled.”

• The purpose of this chapter is to show the punishment of this prostitute
• The “waters” are ???
• vs 15  "peoples, multitudes, nations and languages“

6. How are the following explained”
• The waters [15-17]
• “15 Then the angel said to me, “The waters you saw, where the
prostitute sits, are peoples, multitudes, nations and languages.
16 The beast and the ten horns you saw will hate the prostitute.
They will bring her to ruin and leave her naked; they will eat her
flesh and burn her with fire. 17 For God has put it into their hearts
to accomplish his purpose by agreeing to hand over to the beast
their royal authority, until God’s words are fulfilled.”

• The "beast" (the antichrist) - the ten horns (the 10 kings under the
antichrist) will hate the prostitute
• Then it says "They (these rulers) will bring her to ruin and leave her
naked; - they will eat her flesh and burn her with fire

6. How are the following explained”
• The woman [18]
• “The woman you saw is the great city that rules over the kings of
the earth.”

•

The beast is a woman – she represents Babylon- the Latin Church

• Kingdoms of the earth
• This was Satan’s title

A Few Closing Thoughts

• Satan does not walk up to us with horns and pitchfork
• False teachers do not have name badges that say, "Hello, I'm a false
teacher and I'm here to draw you away from God!"
• World leaders do not come out and say, "I'm here to control your
lives and lead you to destruction."
• All things that work against God try their best to appeal to us
• Prostitutes get dressed up to entice us
• False leaders claim to be the real deal

A Few Closing Thoughts – The Fate of The Unsaved

• Knowing thy enemy is to see past all of enticements
and see them for what they are and the fact they
are doomed in the end
• The key for us is to not be part of the multitudes that
are swayed by such enticements
• 1 John 4. 4

