CHRONOLOGICAL BIBLE STUDY

LESSON 603

Revelation 16

Intro to Chapter 15

• John has been piling horror upon horror
• There were the 7 seals
• The sounding of the 7 trumpets
• Now he tells of the pouring out of the 7 bowels
• The wrath of God
• Note the arrangement
• The apocalyptic writers tended to group things in 7 or 3
• 3 groupings of 7 would equal perfection and completeness

Intro to Chapter 16

• The coming terror has 2 parallels
• To the plagues in Exodus
• To the terrors following the 7 trumpet blasts [8-11]
• Previous judgments were limited
• 1/3rd this & that
• Now the destruction is complete
• Future chapters get even worse – hard to believe
• They get specific in nature

1.
What did the voice from heaven tell the 7 angels to do?
• “Then I heard a loud voice from the temple saying to the
seven angels, “Go, pour out the seven bowls of God’s
wrath on the earth.”

• The judgments were ready
• The angels were ready
• They had to wait for the command of God to act

2.

What was in the bowls?

• The wrath of God

The Angel Pour Out The Wrath
• First Angel –
• “2 The first angel went and poured out his bowl on the land, and
ugly, festering sores broke out on the people who had the mark
of the beast and worshiped its image.”

• Ref – 6th plague of Egypt – Exodus 9. 8
• Who was affected by this?
• Only those who took the mark of the beast

The Angel Pour Out The Wrath
• Second Angel –
• “3 The second angel poured out his bowl on the sea, and it turned
into blood like that of a dead person, and every living thing in the
sea died.”

• Ref – 1st plague of Egypt – Exodus 7.20-25
• Who was affected by this?
• Every living thing in sea died
• Innocent animal life has always suffered due to the sins of mankind
• Romans 8:22 states that all of creation "groans" in effect, due to sin

The Angel Pour Out The Wrath
• Third Angel –
• “4 The third angel poured out his bowl on the rivers and springs of water, and
they became blood. 5 Then I heard the angel in charge of the waters say: “You
are just in these judgments, O Holy One, you who are and who were; 6 for they
have shed the blood of your holy people and your prophets, and you have
given them blood to drink as they deserve.” 7 And I heard the altar respond:
“Yes, Lord God Almighty”

• Ref – 1st plague of Egypt – Exodus 7. 20-25
•
•
•
•
•
•

Vs 7 – ref – the saints [altar]
those on earth couldn’t look for any source of water for protection
In chapter 8 - one of the plagues harmed a third of the sea (Rev. 8:8-9)
Here in chapter 16 - everything in the sea died (Rev. 16:3)
In chapter 8 - a plague harmed one third of the fresh water sources (Rev. 8:10)
Here in chapter 16 - everything in the springs and rivers died (Rev. 16:4)

The Angel Pour Out The Wrath
• Fourth Angel –
• “8 The fourth angel poured out his bowl on the sun, and the sun was
allowed to scorch people with fire. 9 They were seared by the intense
heat and they cursed the name of God, who had control over these
plagues, but they refused to repent and glorify him.”

• God is turning the heat up
• Who was affected by this?
• The water supply was damaged with the last plague and now the world is
experiencing a severe heat wave

The Angel Pour Out The Wrath
• Fifth Angel –
• “10 The fifth angel poured out his bowl on the throne of the
beast, and its kingdom was plunged into darkness. People
gnawed their tongues in agony 11 and cursed the God of
heaven because of their pains and their sores, but they refused
to repent of what they had done.”

• Ref – 9th plague of Egypt – Exodus 10. 21-23
• Who was affected by this?
• God has taken light – Himself away

A Sidebar

• Verses 10-11 are a preview of the next lesson
• Chapter 16 focuses on God’s final judgment on the whole
earth
• Chapters 17-18 fill in more details about the ultimate end of
the antichrist

The Angel Pour Out The Wrath
• Sixth Angel –
• “12 The sixth angel poured out his bowl on the great river Euphrates, and its
water was dried up to prepare the way for the kings from the East. 13 Then I
saw three impure spirits that looked like frogs; they came out of the mouth of
the dragon, out of the mouth of the beast and out of the mouth of the false
prophet. 14 They are demonic spirits that perform signs, and they go out to the
kings of the whole world, to gather them for the battle on the great day of God
Almighty. 15 “Look, I come like a thief! Blessed is the one who stays awake
and remains clothed, so as not to go naked and be shamefully exposed.”
16 Then they gathered the kings together to the place that in Hebrew is called
Armageddon.”

• 3 "spirits" come out of the "false trinity": The devil, the antichrist and the false
worship leader
• God is "allowing" Satan to go through with this plan as to show God is greater than
Satan and all of his plans

The Angel Pour Out The Wrath
• Sixth Angel –
• “12 The sixth angel poured out his bowl on the great river Euphrates, and its
water was dried up to prepare the way for the kings from the East. 13 Then I
saw three impure spirits that looked like frogs; they came out of the mouth of
the dragon, out of the mouth of the beast and out of the mouth of the false
prophet. 14 They are demonic spirits that perform signs, and they go out to the
kings of the whole world, to gather them for the battle on the great day of God
Almighty. 15 “Look, I come like a thief! Blessed is the one who stays awake
and remains clothed, so as not to go naked and be shamefully exposed.”
16 Then they gathered the kings together to the place that in Hebrew is called
Armageddon.”

• Then they gathered the kings together to the place that in Hebrew is called Armageddon
• The Euphrates River runs through Iraq
• Armageddon is a large valley located in Israel
• Drying up the river makes it possible for a large army from the east to gather at Armageddon

The Angel Pour Out The Wrath
• Seventh Angel –
• “17 The seventh angel poured out his bowl into the air, and out of the temple came a
loud voice from the throne, saying, “It is done!” 18 Then there came flashes of lightning,
rumblings, peals of thunder and a severe earthquake. No earthquake like it has ever
occurred since mankind has been on earth, so tremendous was the quake. 19 The great
city split into three parts, and the cities of the nations collapsed. God remembered
Babylon the Great and gave her the cup filled with the wine of the fury of his wrath.
20 Every island fled away and the mountains could not be found. 21 From the sky huge
hailstones, each weighing about a hundred pounds, fell on people. And they cursed
God on account of the plague of hail, because the plague was so terrible.”

• The final "bowl judgment" is poured out in the air
• It affects everything
• Paul gave Satan the title "The prince of the power of the air" (Ephesians 2:2)
• No earthquake like it has ever occurred since man has been on earth, so tremendous
• was the quake – Nothing ever like it

The Angel Pour Out The Wrath
• Seventh Angel –
• “17 The seventh angel poured out his bowl into the air, and out of the temple came a
loud voice from the throne, saying, “It is done!” 18 Then there came flashes of lightning,
rumblings, peals of thunder and a severe earthquake. No earthquake like it has ever
occurred since mankind has been on earth, so tremendous was the quake. 19 The great
city split into three parts, and the cities of the nations collapsed. God remembered
Babylon the Great and gave her the cup filled with the wine of the fury of his wrath.
20 Every island fled away and the mountains could not be found. 21 From the sky huge
hailstones, each weighing about a hundred pounds, fell on people. And they cursed
God on account of the plague of hail, because the plague was so terrible.”

• The "great earthquake" does two things:
• Causes Jerusalem to split in three parts
• It is a worldwide destruction.
• God uses an earthquake as the final judgment method on the earth

A Few Closing Thoughts

• This is perhaps the heaviest part of the final judgment
• Throughout – we have been repeatedly warned
• When will this all take place?
• Matthew 24. 36
• Things cannot go on like they are
• God will – someday – end it all
• He still wants to give everyone a chance to choose

A Few Closing Thoughts – The Fate of The Unsaved

• We should be thankful The Lord chose us
• We are charged to share the Gospel with everyone
• Next time you have a bad day
• Read Revelation 16
• Revelation was written to the believer
• Everyone will be sealed
• Either with The Lord or the beast
• We get to choose

