CHRONOLOGICAL BIBLE STUDY

LESSON 590

Revelation
Lesson # 10

Who is Chapter 2 and 3 written to?
• The 7 Churches
• Ephesus - the church that had forsaken its first love 2. 4

• Smyrna - the church that would suffer persecution 2. 10
• Pergamum - the church that needed to repent 2. 16
• Thyatira - the church that had a false prophetess 2. 20
• Sardis - the church that had fallen asleep 3. 2
• Philadelphia - the church that had endured patiently 3. 10
• Laodicea - the church with the lukewarm faith 3. 16

Intro

•What is average?
•How does this apply to our everyday worldly life?
•How does this apply to our Christian faith?

1.

Who is Chapter 3. 14-22 written to?

•The Angel of the Church in Laodicea

What can you find out about Laodicea at the time of this letter?

• Laodicea  Justice of the people (judgment)
• A wealthy city in Asia Minor
• A banking center
• Exporter of wool
• Was know as a medicine center – particularily eye salve
• It was located miles from a water source
• Ergo – conquered by stopping the water flow
• Compromised often to insure safety
• Wealthy enuf to buy their way out of troubles

What can you find out about Laodicea at the time of this letter?

• This is the only church (of the 7) that Christ had
nothing good to say of it
• Ancient world – there were 6 cities called Laodicea
• This 1  Laodicea on the Lycus
• Founded in 250 BC – named after Laodice wife of
Antiochus
• Located on the main road from Ephesus to Syria

What can you find out about Laodicea at the time of this letter?

• Exporter of wool – Noted for its soft, violet black glossy
wool
• They were devastated by an earthquake in AD 61 but
recovered quickly on their own
• They were TOO wealthy – did not need anything or
anyone
• There was a very large number of Jews there
• Approx 7500 males + women and children
• Had no need of God

What can you find out about Laodicea at the time of this letter?

• Archippus was the first Bishop of the Laodicean
church
• Colossians 4. 16-17
• “16 Now when this epistle is read among you, see that
it is read also in the church of the Laodiceans, and
that you likewise read the epistle from
Laodicea. 17 And say to Archippus, “Take heed to the
ministry which you have received in the Lord, that you
may fulfill it.”

• Seems Paul knew that Archippus was failing in his duties
• This was 30 years before Revelation was written
• What had sown the seeds of degeneration?

3.

These are the words of whom?

• “the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the ruler of
God’s creation.”
• Isaiah 65. 16

• “So that he who blesses himself in the earth Shall bless
himself in the God of truth; And he who swears in the
earth Shall swear by the God of truth; Because the
former troubles are forgotten, And because they are
hidden from My eyes.”

• God is called a God of truth
• In Hebrew – God is called the God of Amen
• Amen  An affirmation/guarantee of the truth
• God can be relied upon – He is The TRUTH

4. What is the charge against them?

• They are neither hot nor cold
• The word cold is psuchros which means cold to the point of
freezing
• Ecclesiasticus 43. 20  Speaks of a cold north wind which
makes ice congeal
• The word hot is zestos which means hot to the point of
boiling
• Jesus always condemned the attitude of indifference
• Being neutral is offensive to Christ

What was charged against them?

• Old pun 
• The Lodicean’s got their water from the boiling springs
via an aqueduct and that by the time it got to them it was
lukewarm
• Their faith was like their drinking water.

5. What does the word “indifference” mean?

• Neutral
• Sitting on the fence
• Neither hot nor cold
• Lukewarm

6.
How does verse 15 connect with Matthew 7. 22-23?
• Vs 15
• “I know your works, that you are neither cold n
• Matthew 7. 21-23
• “ “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall
enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will
of My Father in heaven. Many will say to Me in that day,
‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast
out demons in Your name, and done many wonders in
Your name?’ And then I will declare to them, ‘I never
knew you; depart from Me, you who practice
lawlessness!’”

• It’s all or nothing
• We are saved by faith and our lives need to reflect
and act on that knowledge

7.

What speaks to their pridefulness?

• Their wealth
• Clothing trade
• Wool
• All that they were noted for blinded them to Christ

8.
In what way/s does verse 19 run thru the entire Bible?
• “As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten. Therefore be
zealous and repent.”
• Quote from Proverbs 3. 12

• “For whom the Lord loves He corrects, Just as a
father the son in whom he delights.”

• God disciplines those whom He loves
• Proverbs 13. 24

• “He who spares his rod hates his son, But he
who loves him disciplines him promptly.”

• A plethora of references

9.

What is being said in verse 18?

• “I counsel you to buy from Me gold refined in the fire, that
you may be rich; and white garments, that you may be
clothed, that the shame of your nakedness may not be
revealed; and anoint your eyes with eye salve, that you
may see.”

• You say you are rich – but you are poor
• You have fine clothes – but you are naked
• You make salve for eye infections – but you are blind
• They are unsaved – They do NOT know The Lord

10. Explain verse 20.
• “Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears
My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and
dine with him, and he with Me.”

• It’s not too late – yet
• You must invite me in by opening the door
• Are we listening for His voice?
• Jesus is ready – ARE WE?

11. How do the following relate to verse 20
• Luke 12. 36 –
• “and you yourselves be like men who wait for their master, when
he will return from the wedding, that when he comes and knocks
they may open to him immediately.”

• One need to be ready to open the door when The Lord knocks
• Mark 13. 29 –
• “So you also, when you see these things happening, know that it
is near—at the doors!”

• When the signs come – we will know that the time is near

11. How do the following relate to verse 20
• James 5. 9 –
• “Do not grumble against one another, brethren, lest you be
condemned. Behold, the Judge is standing at the door! ”

• 2 commandments were given – are we obedient
• The Lord is near and knows
• Luke 24. 28 –
• “Then they drew near to the village where they were going, and
He indicated that He would have gone farther.”

• Humans’ responsibility
• Christ knocks – what will we do?
• Christ will not force us – we must invite Him in

12. How would you characterize the church at Laodicea?

• An ineffective witness for Christ
• Indifferent
• Consumed with material things
• It’s all about them
• They have it too good - now
• They think that they are alive – but are really dead

13. What will those who overcome receive?
• “The right to sit with me [Jesus] on the throne”
• Overcomes ties to salvation
• 1 John 4. 4

• “You are of God, little children, and have overcome
them, because He who is in you is greater than he who
is in the world.”

14. If you can find 1 Enoch [Apocrypha] – what do the following say
• 1 Enoch 45. 3 –
• “In that day shall the Elect One sit upon a throne of glory; and shall
choose their conditions and countless habitations, while their spirits
within them shall be strengthened, when they behold my Elect One,
for those who have fled for protection to my holy and glorious name.”

• 1 Enoch 51. 3-4 –
• “And I inquired of the angel who went with me, saying, What are
these things, which in secret I behold? He said, All these things
which you behold shall be for the dominion of the Messiah, that he
may command, and be powerful upon earth.”

• 1 Enoch 108. 12 –
• “And now I will summon the spirits of the good who belong to the
generation of light, and I will transform those who were born in
darkness, who in the flesh were not recompensed 12 with such
honour as their faithfulness deserved. And I will bring forth in shining
light those who have loved My holy name, and I will seat each on the
throne of his honour. And they shall be resplendent for times without
number; for righteousness is the judgement of God; for to the faithful”

15. What does Luke 22. 30 say?
• 28 “But you are those who have continued with Me in
My trials. 29 And I bestow upon you a kingdom, just as
My Father bestowed one upon Me,30 that you may eat
and drink at My table in My kingdom, and sit on
thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel.”

16.

Notice the closing phrase.

• “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to
the churches.”

• This means you
• This letter is not confined to the 1st Century or
to the church at Laodicea – universal & timeless
• The Christ who gave this to John is the same
Christ we worship today
• It is a call to salvation to those who are not hot
or cold

