CHRONOLOGICAL BIBLE STUDY

LESSON 588

Revelation
Lesson # 8

Who is Chapter 2 and 3 written to?
• The 7 Churches
• Ephesus - the church that had forsaken its first love 2. 4

• Smyrna - the church that would suffer persecution 2. 10
• Pergamum - the church that needed to repent 2. 16
• Thyatira - the church that had a false prophetess 2. 20
• Sardis - the church that had fallen asleep 3. 2
• Philadelphia - the church that had endured patiently 3. 10
• Laodicea - the church with the lukewarm faith 3. 16

Intro

•What does it mean – “All or nothing”?
•Who hold you accountable?
•What does it mean to be a “disciple of Christ”?
•Disciple  Discipline – same root word
•Ephesians 4. 11-15  Purpose for Christian Living

Intro Ephesians 4. 11-15
• 11 So Christ himself gave the apostles, the
prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and
teachers, 12 to equip his people for works of
service, so that the body of Christ may be built
up 13 until we all reach unity in the faith and in
the knowledge of the Son of God and become
mature, attaining to the whole measure of the
fullness of Christ. 14 Then we will no longer be
infants, tossed back and forth by the waves,
and blown here and there by every wind of
teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of
people in their deceitful scheming. 15 Instead,
speaking the truth in love, we will grow to
become in every respect the mature body of
him who is the head, that is, Christ.

Intro ~ Chapter 3

•Three
Three letters left
•Of
Of the three final letters - Jesus either says nothing
good or nothing bad about each church
•Jesus
Jesus has nothing good to say to 2 of the 3 churches
and all good things to say to 1 of the 3

1.

Who is Chapter 2. 18-29 written to?

•The Angel of the Church in Sardis

What can you find out about Sardis at the time of this letter?

• Sir W. M Ramsey 
• “Nowhere was there a greater example of the
melancholy contrast between past splendor and
present decay.”
• 700 years prior – Sardis was one of the greatest cities in
world
• It was hostile to Greeks & was feared by the Greeks
• Located in the plains of the valley of Hermus River
• Its wealth was legendary

What can you find out about Pergamum at the time of this letter?

• Sardis vanished after 2 centuries of Persian rule
• Alexander the Great conquered it & it came under
Greek culture and rule
• At John’s writing – Sardis was wealthy, but
degenerate
• The church – a degenerate church in a degenerate
city

What can you find out about Sardis at the time of this letter?

• People brag about its past - but say little about its present
• Jesus described this church as a dead church
• But there’s a remnant of believers who “escape” to salvation
• Sardis is built on a hillside and was difficult to conquer
• 2 recorded times in history where the city was conquered
• By the Persians in 549 BC
• By the Greeks in 218 BC
• Both times the army snuck up the high, narrow back ridge

3.

What do the following refer to in verse 1?

• “the seven stars” –
• 7 Churches & their Angels
• “the seven spirits” –
• Signifies the completeness (7) of the Holy Spirit
• What is said of the “seven spirits” in Revelation 1. 4 & 4. 5
• “To the seven churches in the province of Asia: Grace and peace
to you from him who is, and who was, and who is to come, and
from the seven spirits before his throne”
• “From the throne came flashes of lightning, rumblings and peals
of thunder. In front of the throne, seven lamps were blazing.
These are the seven spirits of God.”

3.

What do the following refer to in verse 1?

• “you have a reputation for being alive, but you are dead” –
• Is the point of this letter – eternal condemnation?
• NO  Effective witness for Christ
• Is John talking about the building – facilities?
• NO  The people who are the church
• What determines whether a church is alive or dead?
• An effective church 
• Making a difference to the people therein & the community
• Satan seeks to oppose
• Sardis – no mention of persecution

4.

So – what was the accusation against Sardis?

• Although they have a reputation for life – they are
spiritually dead
• Is the point of this letter – eternal condemnation?
• Vs 2

•“Wake up! Strengthen what remains and is about to
die, for I have found your deeds unfinished in the sight
of my God.”

•Dead men walking – but God NEVER gives up
•WAKE UP – one more chance to change

5. What do the following say about sin and death –
• 1 Timothy 5. 5-6 • “The widow who is really in need and left all alone puts her
hope in God and continues night and day to pray and to ask
God for help. But the widow who lives for pleasure is dead
even while she lives.”
• Luke 15. 24 –
• “For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was
lost and is found.’ So they began to celebrate.”
• Romans 6. 13 –
• “Do not offer any part of yourself to sin as an instrument of
wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God as those
who have been brought from death to life; and offer every
part of yourself to him as an instrument of righteousness.”

5. What do the following say about sin and death –
• Ephesians 2. 1-5 –

• “As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and
sins, 2 in which you used to live when you followed the ways
of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the
spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. 3 All
of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the
cravings of our flesh and following its desires and thoughts.
Like the rest, we were by nature deserving of wrath. 4 But
because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in
mercy, 5 made us alive with Christ even when we were dead
in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved.”

6.

What were they to remember?

• Vs 3

• “ Remember, therefore, what you have received and

heard; hold it fast, and repent. But if you do not wake
up, I will come like a thief, and you will not know at
what time I will come to you.”

7.

How would you describe a “dead” church?

• Death of the will – so ingrained in sinfulness – slave to sin
• Death of feelings – kills human nature – feels no sinfulness
• Death of loveliness – turns beauty to ugly
• Church is untroubled by the sinfulness
• Attacks weren’t from without – but from within
• Church really didn’t care
• Lethargic  dead
• They weren’t even watchful

8.
What is call in verse 3?
• Vs 3

• “ Remember, therefore, what you have received and

heard; hold it fast, and repent. But if you do not wake
up, I will come like a thief, and you will not know at
what time I will come to you.”

• Watch – Be ready – Repent
• Keep the commands of the Gospel
• Just as we are to watch – Jesus is watching
• Walking hand in hand with Jesus – we cannot
be taken unawares

9. What do the following add to help us understand verse 3b –
• Romans 13. 11 –
• “And do this, understanding the present time: The hour has
already come for you to wake up from your slumber, because
our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed.”

• The hour has come to wake up
• 1 Corinthians 16. 13 –
• “Be on your guard; stand firm in the faith; be courageous; be
strong.”

• Eternal watchfulness – eternal vigilance
• 1 Peter 5. 8 –
• “Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the devil prowls
around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour.”

• Be on watch – Satan is real

9. What do the following add to help us understand verse 3b –
• Matthew 26. 41 –
• “Watch and pray so that you will not fall into temptation. The
spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.”

• Temptations distract us – The body & flesh are weak – watch & pray
• 1 Thessalonians 5. 6 –
• “So then, let us not be like others, who are asleep, but let us be
awake and sober.”

• Be ready when the time comes ??? – Be alert
• Acts 2. 29-30 –
• “29 I know that after I leave, savage wolves will come in among
you and will not spare the flock. 30 Even from your own number
men will arise and distort the truth in order to draw away
disciples after them. ”

• Attacks come from outside & inside – Watch carefully

10.

What is the meaning of verse 4?

• “Yet you have a few people in Sardis who have not soiled their
clothes. They will walk with me, dressed in white, for they are
worthy.”

• The are a few faithful
• Remember Abraham pleading for Sodom
• Genesis 18. 22-25
• “22 The men turned away and went toward Sodom, but
Abraham remained standing before the LORD. 23 Then Abraham
approached him and said: “Will you sweep away the righteous
with the wicked? 24 What if there are fifty righteous people in
the city? Will you really sweep it away and not spare the place
for the sake of the fifty righteous people in it?25 Far be it from
you to do such a thing—to kill the righteous with the wicked,
treating the righteous and the wicked alike. Far be it from you!
Will not the Judge of all the earth do right?”

10.

What is the meaning of verse 4?

• “Yet you have a few people in Sardis who have not soiled their
clothes. They will walk with me, dressed in white, for they are
worthy.”

• The are a few faithful
• Remember Abraham pleading for Sodom
• James 1. 26-27

• “26 Those who consider themselves religious and yet
do not keep a tight rein on their tongues deceive
themselves, and their religion is worthless.27 Religion
that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is
this: to look after orphans and widows in their
distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by
the world.”

11.

What is said about “those who overcome”?

• “The one who is victorious will, like them, be dressed in white. I
will never blot out the name of that person from the book of life,
but will acknowledge that name before my Father and his angels.”

• Like Jesus
• Name in the Book of Life

12. What is the ‘3-fold promise in verses 4-5?
• “4 Yet you have a few people in Sardis who have not soiled
their clothes. They will walk with me, dressed in white, for
they are worthy. 5 The one who is victorious will, like them, be
dressed in white. I will never blot out the name of that person
from the book of life, but will acknowledge that name before
my Father and his angels.”

• # 1 – Clothed in white raiment
• Matthew 13. 43 –

• “They will shine forth as the sun in the Kingdom
of their Father”

12. What is the ‘3-fold promise in verses 4-5?
• “4 Yet you have a few people in Sardis who have not soiled their clothes. They
will walk with me, dressed in white, for they are worthy. 5 The one who is
victorious will, like them, be dressed in white. I will never blot out the name of
that person from the book of life, but will acknowledge that name before my
Father and his angels.”

• White robes stood for
• Festivity – faithful will sit at the Lord’s banquet
• Victory – A reward for those who have the victory
• Purity – Matthew 5. 8 –
• “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.”

• The resurrected body – the garment of God Himself

12. What is the ‘3-fold promise in verses 4-5?
• “4 Yet you have a few people in Sardis who have not soiled their clothes.
They will walk with me, dressed in white, for they are worthy. 5 The one
who is victorious will, like them, be dressed in white. I will never blot out
the name of that person from the book of life, but will acknowledge that
name before my Father and his angels.”

• # 2 – Names written in the Book of Life
• Psalm 69. 28
• “27 Charge them with crime upon crime; do not let them share in
your salvation. 28 May they be blotted out of the book of life and
not be listed with the righteous.”
• Daniel 12. 1
• “At that time Michael, the great prince who protects your people,
will arise. There will be a time of distress such as has not
happened from the beginning of nations until then. But at that
time your people—everyone whose name is found written in the
book—will be delivered.”

12. What is the ‘3-fold promise in verses 4-5?
• “4 Yet you have a few people in Sardis who have not soiled their clothes. They
will walk with me, dressed in white, for they are worthy. 5 The one who is
victorious will, like them, be dressed in white. I will never blot out the name of
that person from the book of life, but will acknowledge that name before my
Father and his angels.”

• In the ancient world

• Kings kept a written ledger of his citizens
• All crimes were so annotated
• When they died – their names were erased from
that ledger
• To have ones name in the ledger was to be
numbered among the faithful citizens – guilt free

12. What is the ‘3-fold promise in verses 4-5?
• “4 Yet you have a few people in Sardis who have not soiled
their clothes. They will walk with me, dressed in white, for
they are worthy. 5 The one who is victorious will, like them, be
dressed in white. I will never blot out the name of that person
from the book of life, but will acknowledge that name before
my Father and his angels.”

• # 3 – Jesus Himself will confess their names before The Father
and the angels
• Matthew 10. 32-33 –

• “Whoever acknowledges me before others, I will
also acknowledge before my Father in heaven.
33 But whoever disowns me before others, I will
disown before my Father in heaven.”

• Jesus remains true to those who are true to Him

13. If John is writing to a “dead church” – what’s The Lord asking in vs 6?
• “Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the
churches.”

• Jesus is using the same standards for all churches
• He has no favorites
• God desires that all be an effective witness for Him
• There are no perfect churches – but we have a
perfect Savior
• All will be held accountable – based on the same
criteria

