CHRONOLOGICAL BIBLE STUDY

LESSON 587

Revelation
Lesson # 7

Who is Chapter 2 and 3 written to?
• The 7 Churches
• Ephesus - the church that had forsaken its first love 2. 4

• Smyrna - the church that would suffer persecution 2. 10
• Pergamum - the church that needed to repent 2. 16
• Thyatira - the church that had a false prophetess 2. 20
• Sardis - the church that had fallen asleep 3. 2
• Philadelphia - the church that had endured patiently 3. 10
• Laodicea - the church with the lukewarm faith 3. 16

Intro

•What is your favorite color?
•Thyatira was famous for making purple dye
•If our hearts are right with God – does it matter
what our behavior and conduct reveal?
•It has been held that one’s inner life makes
conduct irrelevant  Jezebel & Germany 1535

1.

Who is Chapter 2. 18-29 written to?

•The Angel of the Church in Thyatira

What can you find out about Pergamum at the time of this letter?

• Known for its trade guilds – Labor unions
• If you want to work in Thyatira, you had to belong
• If you needed work done - hire someone from the guild
• Each guild would then have its "patron god“
• Pagan ceremonies to that god were part of that guild
ritual
• Thyatira originally meant "citadel" as there was an
ancient castle or citadel in there
• Prior to Jesus the word "Thyatira" came to mean
"continual sacrifice"

What can you find out about Pergamum at the time of this letter?

• Longest of the letters, but to the least important of
the cities
• Lay on the road that connected Pergamum & Sardis
• Went on to Philadelphia
• Route of the imperial post and often crowded with
commerce
• A commercial town

What can you find out about Pergamum at the time of this letter?

• Not an important religious city
• There was no threat of persecution that hung over
this town

3.

What is the meaning of verse 18?

• “These are the words of the Son of God, whose
eyes are like blazing fire and whose feet are like
burnished bronze. ”

•"Son of God" - Jesus has the "essence of God“
•Not referring to a physical birth  a title - not birth
relationship
•In Jewish thought - to call someone the "son of…"
means you had the same power and essence of
the father

3.

What is the meaning of verse 18?

• “These are the words of the Son of God, whose
eyes are like blazing fire and whose feet are like
burnished bronze. ”

•Jesus is coming down hard on the false teachers
•Jesus has the authority

3.

What is the meaning of verse 18?

• “These are the words of the Son of God, whose
eyes are like blazing fire and whose feet are like
burnished bronze. ”

•“eyes like blazing fire”
•Jesus sees all – knows all & judges based on that
•“whose feet are like burnished bronze”
•Bronze can tolerate heat better than other metals
•Heat = purification – separated impurities 
Judgement

What encouraging things have the people done?

• Vs 19

• “I know your deeds, your love and faith, your service and
perseverance, and that you are now doing more than you
did at first.”

•Remember that there was tremendous pressure to
worship local “guild” gods
•Lord compliments them for their
•Love – faith – service – perseverance
•What would this church look like?
•one that has a thick church bulletin every Sunday - full of
activities and services – lots of people involvement

What was charged against them?

• Vs 20
• “You tolerate that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a
prophet. By her teaching she misleads my servants into
sexual immorality and the eating of food sacrificed to idols”

•Jezebel was leading people to sexual immorality &
eating foods of idols
•Was she a real person or a title given to depict OT?

Jezebel & Israel’s History

• Long period where it was split into two kingdoms – north & south
• The bible says the worst king of the northern kingdom was a king
named Ahab 1st Kings 16. 30
• He married a non-Jewish woman named Jezebel
• As bad as this king was, she was worse
• They both encouraged idol worship all over the kingdom, especially
"Baal worship“
• It is the equivalent of satanic worship
• There are hints in 1st Kings that she was a leader in Baal worship

What do the following say about “Jezebel”
• 1 Kings 16. 31 • “He not only considered it trivial to commit the sins of Jeroboam
son of Nebat, but he also married Jezebel daughter of Ethbaal king
of the Sidonians, and began to serve Baal and worship him.”
• 1 Kings 18. 4 –
• “While Jezebel was killing off the Lord’s prophets, Obadiah had
taken a hundred prophets and hidden them in two caves, fifty in
each, and had supplied them with food and water.)”

What do the following say about “Jezebel”
• 2 Kings 9. 6-10 –
• “6 Jehu got up and went into the house. Then the prophet poured
the oil on Jehu’s head and declared, “This is what the LORD, the God
of Israel, says: ‘I anoint you king over the LORD’s people Israel. 7 You
are to destroy the house of Ahab your master, and I will avenge the
blood of my servants the prophets and the blood of all the LORD’s
servants shed by Jezebel. 8 The whole house of Ahab will perish. I
will cut off from Ahab every last male in Israel—slave or free. 9 I will
make the house of Ahab like the house of Jeroboam son of Nebat
and like the house of Baasha son of Ahijah. 10 As for Jezebel, dogs
will devour her on the plot of ground at Jezreel, and no one will
bury her.’” Then he opened the door and ran.”
• Revelation 2. 20 –
• “You tolerate that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophet. By
her teaching she misleads my servants into sexual immorality and
the eating of food sacrificed to idols”

What was Jezebel teaching in Thyatira?

• Is it ok to participate in sinful events because my heart is not
really in it or I just want to be a witness to these people?
• Throughout Christian history, this strategy has never worked
• Jezebel was leading the people to
• Eat foods prepared for the idols
• Paul in 1 Corinthians – OK – Jesus NOT
• BECAUSE the people were participating in
the pagan rituals
• Immorality  Prostitution

8.

What is the meaning of verse 21?

• “I have given her time to repent of her immorality,
but she is unwilling.”
• When is the end?
• She’s had time!

9. What is the difference between “eternal” judgment and “suffering” judgement?

• Salvation is based on what?
• Belief in Jesus as The Son of God…
• Eternal Judgement 
• Eternal separation or eternity with God
• Suffering Judgement 
• Sometimes our choices cause suffering – judgement, but does npot
affect our salvation

10.

What is the message in verse 24 and 25?

• “24 Now I say to the rest of you in Thyatira, to you who do not hold
to her teaching and have not learned Satan’s so-called deep
secrets, ‘I will not impose any other burden on you, 25 except to
hold on to what you have until I come.’”

• Jesus is talking to those who chose NOT to follow Jezebel
• “Hold on”  Jesus is coming – til then – hold fast
to His Word
• Trust Jesus – Satan has no pull on your life

11.

Compare Revelation 2. 26-28-7 with Psalm 2. 9

• Revelation 2. 26-28

• “26 To the one who is victorious and does my will to the
end, I will give authority over the nations— 27 that one ‘will
rule them with an iron scepter and will dash them to
pieces like pottery’—just as I have received authority from
my Father. 28 I will also give that one the morning star.”
• Psalm 2. 9-28

• “You will break them with a rod of iron; you will dash them
to pieces like pottery.”

• What is due those who overcome?

13.See what you can find out about vs 28 “the Morningstar”?
• “I will also give that one the morning star.”

• Picture a bright star right before sunrise
• It is "bright spot" in a dark sky right before the new day
begins
• It is a picture of a new day beginning and a new hope for
the believer
• Light vs darkness

What do the following add to our understanding of “The Morningstar”?

• Isaiah 14. 12ff
• “How you have fallen from heaven, morning star, son of the dawn! You have
been cast down to the earth, you who once laid low the nations! 13 You said
in your heart, “I will ascend to the heavens; I will raise my throne above the
stars of God; I will sit enthroned on the mount of assembly, on the utmost
heights of Mount Zaphon. 14 I will ascend above the tops of the clouds; I will
make myself like the Most High.” 15 But you are brought down to the realm of
the dead, to the depths of the pit.”

• The conquest of Lucifer – the devil – The victory has already been on for
those who believe – Satan can’t touch them

What do the following add to our understanding of “The Morningstar”?

• Daniel 12. 1-4
• “At that time Michael, the great prince who protects your people, will
arise. There will be a time of distress such as has not happened from
the beginning of nations until then. But at that time your people—
everyone whose name is found written in the book—will be delivered.
2 Multitudes who sleep in the dust of the earth will awake: some to
everlasting life, others to shame and everlasting contempt. 3 Those
who are wise will shine like the brightness of the heavens, and those
who lead many to righteousness, like the stars for ever and ever. 4 But
you, Daniel, roll up and seal the words of the scroll until the time of
the end. Many will go here and there to increase knowledge.”

• The righteous will shine as bright as The Lord – they will walk with The Lord
• Revelation 22. 16
• “I, Jesus, have sent my angel to give you[a] this testimony for the
churches. I am the Root and the Offspring of David, and the bright
Morning Star.”

• The promise of Jesus The Christ Himself – They will never lose Him

15.

What is meant by the phrase in vs 29?

[It has been in every letter thus far]

• “Whoever has ears, let them hear what the
Spirit says to the churches.”

•The letter applies to EVERYONE – believers and
non-believers – then and now
• The word churches is plural

16. What does Matthew 7. 14 say about compromise?

• “13 “Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the
gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction
and many enter through it. 14 But small is the gate
and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a
few find it.”

•Stick with and to the real thing
•Real thing = Jesus

