
The Story

Chapter 9



The son of Lot’s oldest daughter – Genesis 19. 37

Born from an incestuous relationship

Father of the Moabites

Region of the Dead Sea

Just before the Exodus – Ammonites drove them out
Numbers 21. 26-30

Ruth is linked by :The woman of Moab”



Deuteronomy 23. 3

“No Ammonite or Moabite or any of their descendants may 
enter the assembly of the Lord, not even in the tenth 
generation.”

Psalm 60. 8

“Moab is my washbasin, on Edom I toss my sandal; over 
Philistia I shout in triumph.”

Ezekiel 25. 10-11

 I will give Moab along with the Ammonites to the people of 
the East as a possession, so that the Ammonites will not be 
remembered among the nations; and I will inflict punishment 
on Moab. Then they will know that I am the Lord.’”



Zephaniah 2. 8-9
“I have heard the insults of Moab and the taunts of the 
Ammonites, who insulted my people and made threats 
against their land. Therefore, as surely as I live,” 
declares the Lord Almighty, the God of Israel, “surely 
Moab will become like Sodom, the Ammonites like 
Gomorrah— a place of weeds and salt pits, a wasteland 
forever.  The remnant of my people will plunder them; 
the survivors of my nation will inherit their land.”



In days of Judges – famine in the land

Elimelek & wife Naomi – left Bethlehem Moab

2 Sons
Mahlon

Kilion

Elimelek – died

Mahlon – married Orpah

Kilion – married Ruth

10 years later – both men died



Naomi – alone

Chose to return to Judah

Told girls to stay as she left

Orpah – returned

Ruth –
“16 But Ruth replied, “Don’t urge me to leave you or to turn 
back from you. Where you go I will go, and where you stay I 
will stay. Your people will be my people and your God my 
God. 17 Where you die I will die, and there I will be buried. 
May the Lord deal with me, be it ever so severely, if even 
death separates you and me.” 18 When Naomi realized that 
Ruth was determined to go with her, she stopped urging her.”



19 So the two women went on until they came to Bethlehem. When 
they arrived in Bethlehem, the whole town was stirred because of 
them, and the women exclaimed, “Can this be Naomi?”

Whole town stirred??? Why

20 “Don’t call me Naomi, ” she told them. 

Why????

“Call me Mara, because the Almighty has made my life very bitter. 21 
I went away full, but the Lord has brought me back empty. Why call 
me Naomi? The Lord has afflicted me; the Almighty has brought 
misfortune upon me.”

22 So Naomi returned from Moab accompanied by Ruth the Moabite, 
her daughter-in-law, arriving in Bethlehem as the barley harvest was 
beginning.



Came from same clan as Naomi’ husband Elimelek

Name means strength

A wealthy farmer of Bethlehem

Best known for how he treated Ruth



Once Boaz found out who she was –
“My daughter, listen to me. Don’t go and glean in 
another field and don’t go away from here. Stay here 
with the women who work for me. 9 Watch the field 
where the men are harvesting, and follow along after the 
women. I have told the men not to lay a hand on you. 
And whenever you are thirsty, go and get a drink from 
the water jars the men have filled.”



Once Boaz found out who she was –

Recognized how she stayed with here mother-in-law

Ate lunch with her

Then
“15 As she got up to glean, Boaz gave orders to his men, 
“Let her gather among the sheaves and don’t reprimand 
her. 16 Even pull out some stalks for her from the 
bundles and leave them for her to pick up, and don’t 
rebuke her.”



Became her Kinsman-Redeemer



A male relative who according to various laws of the 
Pentateuch, had the privilege or responsibility to act 
on behalf of a relative who was in trouble, danger, or 
in need

The Hebrew term (go el) for kinsman-redeemer 
designates one who delivers or rescues 
Genesis 48. 16  Exodus 6. 6



Leviticus 25. 24-30 – Redemption of property or relative
“23 “‘The land must not be sold permanently, because the 
land is mine and you reside in my land as foreigners and 
strangers. 24 Throughout the land that you hold as a 
possession, you must provide for the redemption of the land. 
25 “‘If one of your fellow Israelites becomes poor and sells 
some of their property, their nearest relative is to come and 
redeem what they have sold. 26 If, however, there is no one to 
redeem it for them but later on they prosper and acquire 
sufficient means to redeem it themselves, 27 they are to 
determine the value for the years since they sold it and 
refund the balance to the one to whom they sold it; they can 
then go back to their own property. 28 But if they do not 
acquire the means to repay, what was sold will remain in the 
possession of the buyer until the Year of Jubilee. It will be 
returned in the Jubilee, and they can then go back to their 
property.”



Leviticus 25. 47-55 - Redemption of property or relative
 “47 “‘If a foreigner residing among you becomes rich and any of your 
fellow Israelites become poor and sell themselves to the foreigner or to a 
member of the foreigner’s clan, 48 they retain the right of redemption 
after they have sold themselves. One of their relatives may redeem them: 
49 An uncle or a cousin or any blood relative in their clan may redeem 
them. Or if they prosper, they may redeem themselves. 50 They and their 
buyer are to count the time from the year they sold themselves up to the 
Year of Jubilee. The price for their release is to be based on the rate paid 
to a hired worker for that number of years. 51 If many years remain, they 
must pay for their redemption a larger share of the price paid for them. 
52 If only a few years remain until the Year of Jubilee, they are to compute 
that and pay for their redemption accordingly. 53 They are to be treated 
as workers hired from year to year; you must see to it that those to whom 
they owe service do not rule over them ruthlessly. 54 “‘Even if someone is 
not redeemed in any of these ways, they and their children are to be 
released in the Year of Jubilee, 55 for the Israelites belong to me as 
servants. They are my servants, whom I brought out of Egypt. I am the 
Lord your God.”



 Jeremiah 32. 6-15 - Redemption of property or relative
 “6 Jeremiah said, “The word of the Lord came to me: 7 Hanamel son of Shallum 
your uncle is going to come to you and say, ‘Buy my field at Anathoth, because 
as nearest relative it is your right and duty to buy it.’ 8 “Then, just as the Lord 
had said, my cousin Hanamel came to me in the courtyard of the guard and 
said, ‘Buy my field at Anathoth in the territory of Benjamin. Since it is your right 
to redeem it and possess it, buy it for yourself.’ “I knew that this was the word of 
the Lord; 9 so I bought the field at Anathoth from my cousin Hanamel and 
weighed out for him seventeen shekels of silver. 10 I signed and sealed the 
deed, had it witnessed, and weighed out the silver on the scales. 11 I took the 
deed of purchase—the sealed copy containing the terms and conditions, as 
well as the unsealed copy— 12 and I gave this deed to Baruch son of Neriah, the 
son of Mahseiah, in the presence of my cousin Hanamel and of the witnesses 
who had signed the deed and of all the Jews sitting in the courtyard of the 
guard. 13 “In their presence I gave Baruch these instructions: 14 ‘This is what 
the Lord Almighty, the God of Israel, says: Take these documents, both the 
sealed and unsealed copies of the deed of purchase, and put them in a clay jar 
so they will last a long time. 15 For this is what the Lord Almighty, the God of 
Israel, says: Houses, fields and vineyards will again be bought in this land.’”



Deuteronomy 25. 5-10 – Providing an heir thru marriage
“5 If brothers are living together and one of them dies without a 
son, his widow must not marry outside the family. Her husband’s 
brother shall take her and marry her and fulfill the duty of a 
brother-in-law to her. 6 The first son she bears shall carry on the 
name of the dead brother so that his name will not be blotted out 
from Israel. 7 However, if a man does not want to marry his 
brother’s wife, she shall go to the elders at the town gate and say, 
“My husband’s brother refuses to carry on his brother’s name in 
Israel. He will not fulfill the duty of a brother-in-law to me.” 8 Then 
the elders of his town shall summon him and talk to him. If he 
persists in saying, “I do not want to marry her,” 9 his brother’s 
widow shall go up to him in the presence of the elders, take off 
one of his sandals, spit in his face and say, “This is what is done to 
the man who will not build up his brother’s family line.” 10 That 
man’s line shall be known in Israel as The Family of the 
Unsandaled.”



Numbers 35. 9-21 -

To avenge an unlawful death

Place of refuge



Jesus redeemed us

He took our place

He paid our debt



What is the upper story?


